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Organization of the book 

1. Table of Contents (pgs 3-4)

2. Introduction to PLT and WFC (pgs 7-10)

3. Why Study Forest of the World? (pgs11-13)

4. Icebreaker: World Forest Tour (pgs 23-30)

5. Activities (pgs 31-112)

6. Students Pages / Worksheets (throughout 
the Guide)

7. Appendices A-L (pgs 113-152)



3

Why study forest of the world?
After completing the activities in this module, students should be able to

do the following:

 Demonstrate an understanding of how different cultures, people, and
societies view and define forests.

 Describe different ways that people around the world interact with
forests.

 Identify geographic factors that determine the major types of forests
around the world.

 Explain how environmental and human factors have affected and
continue to affect the world’s forests.

 Describe how economic, political, and social sys-tems play a role in
managing forests around the world for a variety of uses.

 Define sustainability as it relates to the world’s forests, including
ecological, economic, and social elements of sustainability.

 Explore efforts around the world to protect and conserve forests and
forest resources.
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Subjects and disciplines supported 
by the activities
 AP Biology
 AP Environmental Science
 AP Human Geography
 Biology
 Career and Technical programs
 Computers and Technology
 Economics
 Environmental Science
 Foreign Languages
 Geography
 Global Studies
 International Baccalaureate Program
 International Studies
 Language Arts
 Science
 Social Studies
 Vocational Agriculture
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World Forest Tour 

•4 cards about world’s forests.

•Pages 23-30

•To stimulate student participation, use as ice
breakers, ideas for research or investigation.

•Print, laminate, and cut the cards. To create a
display or grab bag of topics and countries for
student to choose.

•Have students select, compare and discuss
cards in using a variety of different groupings.
What do cards have in common? How are they
related?
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How to use the module?
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Activity Title

Overview

Assessment

Objectives

Subjects

Searchable 
Keywords: for online 
research

Related PLT activities in other modules

Prep Time and do 
the activity

Supplies

Skills

PLT Conceptual 
Framework 
Appendix B, p/116

Activity Design: Side Bars
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Content information to understand and
engage others in the activity. Italicized
vocabulary, words are found in the Glossary,
Appendix A, p/113

How to prepare to lead the activity

Step-by-step explanation of activities

Opportunities to broaden the scope of
the activity enhancing students
learning

Published materials to support
your class

Audio, Visual Resources

Activity Design: Teacher Friendly
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Students Pages Can 
be duplicated and 
shared as guide to 

students 
investigation and 

discussion

Available electronically – pdf 
www.plt.org/….
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Student Activities in the Guide

1. Making the Global Connection
2. What Is a Forest?
3. Mapping the World’s Forests
4. Analyzing Patterns of Forest Change
5. Understanding the Effects of Forest Uses
6. Seeking Sustainability: A Global Response
7. Exploring the World Marketplace
8. Making Consumer Choices
9. Researching Forests Around the World
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…conduct a survey to help them assess 
what they and others know about 
forests and to consider ways that 

people are linked to forests around the 
world.

Page 31

Activity 1 
Making the Global Connection

Students will…
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…analyze various definitions of the term forest 
and then consider different cultural 

perspectives that affect people’s 
perception of forests.

Page 37

Activity 2 
What Is a Forest?

Students will…
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…examine the system of global ecological 
zones to see how temperature and moisture 

determine the type of forest in a given 
locale.

Page 43

Activity 3
Mapping the World’s Forests

Students will…
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…identify global trends in forest cover, 
analyzing, through maps and historical 
accounts, how particular forests have 

changed over time.

Page 53

Activity 4
Analyzing Patterns of Forest Change

Students will…
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…analyze the effects of different ways that 
people use the world’s forests and 

determine which effects may be sustainable 
according to one definition.

Page 65

Activity 5
Understanding the Effects of Forest 

Uses

Students will…
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…consider possible indicators to find out what 
is being done locally and in other countries 
to determine whether forests are managed 
in a sustainable way, and learn about one 

international initiative for monitoring forest 
sustainability. 

Page 75

Activity 6
Seeking Sustainability: A Global Response

Students will…
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…conduct a simulation in which countries use their forest 
resources to "manufacture" products and to sell them 

to an international trader. Through the simulation, 
students will experience what can happen when forest 
resources are uneven-ly distributed around the world 

and will explore some of the tradeoffs of resource use.

Page 87

Activity 7
Exploring the World Marketplace

Students will…
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...using paper as an example, students will analyze the life 
cycle and consumption patterns of forest products, 
and they will identify the international dimensions of 
product use, drawing conclusions about consuming 
forest products in a way that is more intelligent and 

takes into account the global consequences.

Page 97

Activity 8
Making Consumer Choices

Students will…
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…explore their connections to the world's forests 
by researching a forest in another country or 
region, and by creating a profile about that 

forest.

Page 105

Activity 9
Researching Forests Around the World

Students will…
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Appendices
A. Glossary
B. PLT Conceptual Framework
C. References Cited
D. Countries Cited in Module
E. Forest Area and Area Change, by Country
F. Production, Trade, and Consumption of Forest Products
G. Resources
H. Correlation to National Science Education Standards
I. Correlation to Curriculum Standards for Social Studies
J. Suggestions for Using the Internet as a Resource
K. What Makes Up an Environmental Issue?
L. Metric Conversion Chart
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Appendix A:
Glossary page 113

All bold/italicized words from the activities are explained here 
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Appendix B:
PLT Conceptual Framework page 116

5 Major Themes
1. Diversity
2. Interrelationships
3. Systems
4. Structure and Scale
5. Patterns of Change

Each theme covers 3 topics

1. Environment
2. Resource Management & Technology
3. Society & Culture

Sample:
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Appendix C: 
References Cited page 119

Alphabetical Bibliography 
of references used to 
develop the activities
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Appendix D: 
Countries Cited in Module page 123

Alphabetical list of 
each country 

included in the guide 
and the section in 
which it is used
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Appendix E: Forest Area and Area 
Change, by Country page 126

Data from the 2007 Food 
and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 
State of the World’s 

Forest Report
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Appendix F: Production, Trade, and 
Consumption of Forest Products 
page133

Data from the 2007 Food 
and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 
State of the World’s 

Forest Report
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Appendix G: Resources page 147

 Suggested information 
sources for further 

studies
 Additional materials can 

be found at www.plt.org

http://www.plt.org/�
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Appendix H: Correlation to National 
Science Education Standards page 
148
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Appendix I: Correlation to Nation 
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
page 149
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Appendix J: Suggestions for Using 
the Internet as a Resource page 150

Helpful tips for using 
internet as resource 
with your students
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Appendix K: What Makes Up an 
Environmental Issue? page 151
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Appendix L: Metric Conversion 
Chart page 152
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Global Ecological Zone Map
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Other PLT Secondary Guides



38



39



40

Welcome to the 
PLT Network!

www.plt.org
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