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1108.0407 Tree Preservation and Credit For Existing Landscape Materials. 

The intent of this section is to provide and encourage the protection and preservation of existing 
woodlands and established plant material. 

A. Tree Preservation. All existing trees on a site with a caliper of 4 inches or more must be 
mapped prior to site planning. 

1. Existing trees should be incorporated into the landscape plan to the maximum practical 
extent. 

2. All trees in excess of 12 inches in diameter must be retained to the maximum practical 
extent. 

B. Existing Landscape Material Credits. 

1. Trees. Credit may be given for existing Canopy Trees, Evergreen Trees and 
Understory Trees as follows: 

a. Existing healthy non-nuisance trees may be preserved and used to fulfill 
landscape requirements for any required planting provided they are in 
accordance with the standards in this section. 

b. Trees may be credited only one time towards any one buffer, screen or other 
landscape requirements set forth in this chapter and other related chapters. 
Trees must be located within the required landscape area to which it will be 
credited, or approved for credit, by the Planning Director. 

c. Trees which conform to these standards and are proposed to be used for 
credit must generally have location, species, caliper and drip line indicated on the 
required landscape plan. 

d. Trees must be credited according to the following criteria in the quantities 
shown: 

Minimum 
Caliper 
(inches) 

Minimum 
Surrounding 
Landscape Area 
(sq. ft.) 

Minimum Width 
of Landscape 
Area (feet) 

Number of 
Trees Credited 

Greater than 
36 

350 15 10 

25½ - 36 300 15 8 

13 - 25 250 10 6 

8½  - 12 100 5 4 

4 - 8 100 5 2 

2 - 3½  100 5 1 



e. To be credited, a tree must have the minimum landscape area prescribed by 
the previous chart surrounding the tree, or the area of the dripline of the tree, 
whichever is greater. The surrounding landscape area must be undisturbed land. 

f. If any preserved tree dies it must be replaced with another tree or trees that are 
at least equal to the credited value of the preserved tree. 

2. Shrubs. Shrubs may be credited on a one-to-one basis towards landscape material 
requirements if the following criteria are met. The Planning Director is authorized to grant 
additional credit for preservation of existing shrubs if it is determined that preservation 
would better meet the intent of this chapter than would new plantings: 

a. Existing healthy shrubs may be used to fulfill landscape requirements for any 
required planting provided they conform to the standards set forth in this chapter 
and in other related chapters. 

b. Shrubs may be credited only one time towards any one buffer, screen or other 
landscape requirement. Shrubs must be located within the required area for the 
buffer or screen to which it will be credited or approved for credit by the Planning 
Director. 

c. Shrubs which conform to these standards and are proposed to be used for 
credit must have location, species, width and height indicated on the required 
landscape plan. 

(Ord. 170-04. Passed 3-23-04.) 

1108.0408 Protection During Construction. 

If trees or shrubs are to be credited towards landscaping requirements they must be protected during all 
phases of construction as follows: 

A. Prior to any site demolition, or grading, barriers must be constructed around existing trees and 
shrubs to be preserved. 

B. Barriers around trees to be preserved must include the area under the drip line of the tree. 

C. Barriers around shrubs to be preserved must include the area within 3 feet of the shrub mass. 

D. Failure to maintain barriers may result in revocation of the building permit. 

E. When large machinery is to be used on the site, these barriers must be sturdy fences or a 
similar barrier and must be made more visible by high visibility orange paint or construction 
flagging. When large machinery is not to be on site, high visibility construction flagging or similar 
device must clearly delineate the protected area. 

F. The following activities are prohibited during demolition and construction under tree canopies 
and within any areas enclosed by protective fencing as required by this section: 

1. Placing backfill or storing material;  

2. Storing construction equipment; 



3. Changing site grades within the drip line of trees or within 3 feet of shrubs or changing 
site grades so that drainage flows into or collects near protected trees or shrubs; and 

4. All other construction activity not previously mentioned. 

G. For projects not requiring a site grading plan, the required barriers must be constructed by the 
property owner and approved by the Commissioner of Building Inspection and Code Enforcement 
prior to issuance of a building permit. 

(Ord. 170-04. Passed 3-23-04.) 
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