
Planned Planting 
Developed for Tree Commission Academy 

Ohio Division of Forestry, Urban Forestry Assistance Program 

Master Planting Design 
 Roadmap for the future 

 Plan for entire community regardless of what’s there now 

Guiding Principles 
 Plant the largest sized tree that will fit in the space 

 Plant the least hardy tree that will thrive in the space 

Supply List 
Community Street Map 

Labeled with street names 

Labeled N/S/E/ 

Tree List 

Highlighter/10 Kids Markers 

Pen/Pencil 

USI Data Sheet 

Vehicle 

Step 1: Site Evaluation 
Urban Site Index (USI) & Size 

Field Collection Form 

10 Site Groups 

Site Quality Good 

16-20 USI 

Intermediate 

12-15 USI 

Poor 

9-11 USI 

No Tree 

0-8 
>8 Feet Wide & no 

overhead primary electric 
Large Tree Large Tree Large Tree  

6-8 Feet Wide & no 

overhead primary electric 
Medium Tree Medium Tree Medium Tree  

4-6 Feet Wide or primary 

overhead electric 
Small Tree Small Tree Small Tree  

Step 2: Identify Streets/Blocks with same Site Constraints 
Highlight like streets with same colors (may use chart above for your color code) 

Step 3: Develop Master Tree List (See Division of Forestry List) 
Develop list of trees that match the size and Urban Site Index 

Example:  Good (16)/Large Sites 

Large Species 

Pair with complimentary Small/Medium Species for @ overhead utility 

5-20 Species on list 

Push the Envelope to increase diversity 

May plant trees that aren’t usually on street tree lists 



Step 4:  Break Blocks into Planting Segments (Usually done in field) 

Sets of 7-11 trees per dominant side 

Odd numbers 

No less than one block 

Look for natural breaks 

Stop lights/Intersections/Dead Ends 

Site constraint change 

Some more difficult 

Step 5:  Assign Tree Groups to Segments 

Select from your tree list developed in Step 3 

6 Segments between Species 

4 Segments between Genus 

2 Segments between Family 

Breaks up similar trees 

Tests diversity 

Only use cultivar if it has a bearing on site constraint 

 i.e. An upright cultivar near a car dealership 

Step 6:  Transfer Field Data & Tree Assignments to Master Spreadsheet 

Creates written record for reference & management 

Prioritizing planting locations 

What’s annual threshold? (maximum tree sites/year) 

Utilize Parking/Curbing Constraints: Plant Primary First 

 Clear space definition to no space definition 

Main drags/High use areas 

Homeowner calls & Adopt-A-Tree programs 

 Citizen/community buy in 

Avoid planting 2 segments together 

 Location/spacing offers additional age diversity 


